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For all the debate over the No Child Left Behind Act, everyone agrees on one thing, the 
laws in dire need of reform.  More than a year ago, president Obama released a common 
sense blueprint to reform NCLB.  The blueprint is fair, flexible and focused on improving 
our nations lowest performing schools.  President Obama has asked Congress to pass the 
bill before the beginning of the next school year.  Our children only get one shot at 
education and they cannot wait any longer for reform and we must fix No Child Left 
Behind now, not in Washington time but in real people time. 
 
I continually hear from teachers, principals and superintendents that they need flexibility 
from NCLB.  They can't wait forever for the legislative process to work itself out, and 
that's why the administration's beginning to explore ways to provide states and district 
with regulatory flexibility in exchange for commitment to key reforms.   
 
As it exists now, NCLB is creating a slow-motion train wreck for children, parents, 
teachers and principals.  Unless the law's changed, an overwhelming number of schools 
in the country may soon be mislabeled as failing. This will trigger impractical and 
ineffective sanctions. It's confusing to students and parents and it's demoralizing for 
teachers and principals.   
 
We remain committed to working with Congress to pass a bipartisan bill. Ultimately, that 
absolutely remains the best way to create a comprehensive solution to the problems 
created by NCLB.  But with the new school year just months away, I believe the time has 
come for our department to investigate how to address NCLB's problems through 
regulatory flexibility if necessary.  Our goal is to create a comprehensive package that 
will free states and districts from NCLB's mandates while encouraging them to advance 
reforms that raise standards, support and honor the teaching profession and embrace fair, 
flexible and focused accountability.  We will not, we will never abandon accountability.  
We want to offer flexibility in exchange for reform, not to give a free pass to states. 
 
Our job here in Washington is simple, it's to support state and local reforms.  Our state 
and local leaders deserve a federal law that supports the hard work that they are doing 
right now to reform their schools and, unfortunately, today our main K to 12 education 
law isn't doing that.  I want to be absolutely clear, my top priority is to reauthorize NCLB 
through the legislative process and I remain hopeful and confident that Congress will take 
action to strengthen and upgrade the Elementary and Secondary Act.  That would be the 
best course of action for our nation and for our nation's children.   
 
Virtually no one is defending the status quo.  There's bipartisan goodwill and support for 
common sense changes to ESEA.  The best way to fix the law is through the bipartisan 
process that addresses all of the current law's problems.  I've had several conversations in 
the last week or so that make me optimistic that reauthorization is actually gaining 
traction.  But I also believe that we have to explore all avenues to give schools the 
flexibility they need to succeed.  By the time the next school year starts, we need to take 
real action to fix the problems of NCLB.  Our children and our teachers and our parents 



deserve a world-class education today, not tomorrow, and we need to use every tool at 
our disposal to give it to them. 
 


