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December 6, 2011
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown Jr.
Governor of California

State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Governor Brown -

Nearly two months have passed since your October 8 veto of Senate Bill 547. I have reflected on
your veto message, and I intend to continue my efforts to improve California's public school
accountability system (the Academic Performance Index or API). I want to make the following
suggestions following suggestions for next steps to make California's accountability system more
relevant to the 21st century economy:

1. If you are not comfortable specifying additional indicators, such as college and career
preparedness, for inclusion in the index, there are interim steps that could be taken now to
make the API a more rational tool. Your State Board of Education has the administrative

authority to temper the API's overreliance on standardized test scores (now the sole
measure of school performance) by limiting those scores to no more than 60 percent of
the index. I suggest, as a starting point, using graduation rates to make up the 40 percent
balance for middle and high schools and for districts serving those schools. Already
required by law to be included in the API but never implemented, graduation rates are a
critical indicator of student engagement and curricular relevance. These two factors are
ignored - I would argue undercut - by the existing accountability system.
2. Following up on our conversations about SB 547. I will continue to communicate my
sense of urgency about the need to more closely align high school curriculum to the
needs of the economy we hope to rebuild in California. This concern was what inspired

my effort to include measures of college preparation and career readiness in the
accountability system for high schools. I would ask that you remain open to exploring the
state's role, whether through the API or some other mechanism, in encouraging rigorous
curriculum across an array of career sectors. High schools must do more to help students

