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A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO
ENSURING EDUCATION EQUITY IN THE PUBLIC EDUCATION SYSTEM

March 9, 2012

Gov. Jerry Brown

State of California

C/O State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Opposition fo Transitional Kindergarten Trailer Bill on Behalf of Preschool
Students with Disabilities.

Dear Governor Brown:

This letter is to strongly oppose the 2012-13 Education Trailer Bill Elimination of the
Transitional Kindergarten Mandate. Our office represents low income children with
disabilities to secure federally mandated educational entitlements. This proposal = creates
vastly different educational systems for young children with disabilities. This is not only
tragic, but a violation of federal protections for children with disabilities.

Specifically, this Trailer Bill is a violation of the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Improvement Act (“IDEIA”), the federal mandate which entitles all eligible children with
a disability the right to receive special education in the least restrictive setting (“LRE”).

o This trailer bill allows for unequal access to a general educational setting for 5
year olds with disabilities. Allowing local discretion to offer general education as a
placement option to a student with a disability violates the LRE requirement of IDEIA.

» This proposal creates a funding mechanism that infringes upon the rights of all
children with disabilities to be educated in the LRE and thus violates the IDEIA. See
attached chart.

We urge you to withdraw this budget proposal. We are confident that you will ensure
equal educational opportunity to all children and maintain the federal protections for
children with disabilities by keeping the Transitional Kindergarten Mandate.

In the spirit.of hope,

f ft
,,;bﬁfw“” e s
Devon M. Rios, Esq.
Equal Justice Works Fellow

Sponsored by Munger Tolles & Olson L

angen Steel, Esq.
Ex¢dutive Director,
ning Rights Law Center

CC: Julie Henderson, Senior Advisor for Policy, Office of the Governor
Superintendent Tom Tolarkson, California Department of Education
Sue Burr, Executive Director, State Board of Education

Dr. Michael Kirst, President, State Board of Education

205 S. Broadway, Suite 808 » Los Angeles, CA 90012 « TEL: (213) 489-4030 » Fax: (213) 489-4033
www.learningrights.org
“CHANGING LIVES THROUGH EDUCATION ADVOCACY”
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